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For the Methodist Protestant. 
NEW YORK. 


Portage, Nov. 20th 1832. 


Mr. Editor,—Our late Quarterly meeting at 
this place, was attended with the power of sav- 
ing grace. On Sabbath evening, ten or twelve 
mourners came forward to be prayed for, a num- 
ber of whom professed to find peace. In my 
late tour to the east, I visited Utica, and preach- 
ed three times. The church at that place has 
been somewhat divided in feeling, owing to 
some difficulty with one of its former members, 
but [ believe peace is again restored, and their 
prospects are now encouraging. 

There has been a powerful work going on in 
Mount Morris, Portage, and Nanda, for the 
last three months. The various denominations 
have shared in this work. Our church has re- 
ceived seven.members of Jate, and the prospect 
is, that a number more will join soon. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church held a pro- 
tracted meeting in September last, at Mount 
Morris, at which, on their invitation I attended, 
and preached twice. This meeting was the 
means of a powerful revival, of the fruits of 
which, that church shared largely. Althongh 
the work in this district is not as powerful as 
formerly, yet we have nothing discouraging. 

We have a number of promising young men 
in the bounds of this district, whom we hope 
will take the itinerant field in another year. 
Lord increase the number! 


Yours, Orren Miter, Pres’t. 


Forthe Methodist Protestant. 
VERMONT. 


Bridport, Addison Co. Nov. 20, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—It may be considered a duty 
devolving on me, as an agent of the church, to 
send you some account of the state of religion 
in our infant district; and as we have some good 
news to tell, we trust it will be cheering to our 
pious brethren, and acceptable to all who wish 
well to Zion. I have no intention to give a 
' very detailed account, but shall content myself 
with giving a little sketch of what the Lord is 
doing for us in the North. 

At our quarterly meeting in August, we had 
good—yea, encouraging tines, At Colchester, 
the Master of assemblies was truly present. 
We had one of the best of love-feasts, and five 
or six accessions to our infant church in this 
place; among which is one exhorter from the 
old church, of whom we need not be ashamed, 
and one which we believe they are not very 
glad to part with (Bro. B. Warner,) he has 
since received license from our church to preach. 
At Stowe, we were, by the invitation of Bro. 
Orris Pier, preacher in charge, welcomed to the 
occupancy of the Methodist meeting house, to 
hold our quarterly meeting in. Bro. Pier cheer- 
fully took part with us in ministerial labor, the 
‘yeception and administration of the communion, 


and shewed that union and friendship which 
ever ought to exist between Christians, though 
of different names. All the Episcopal brethren 
present joined with us in the communion. This 
is as it always should be. May the Lord in- 
crease this Union! 

September 6. By request, I attended the camp 
meeting at Chazy, in New York and Lower 
Canada district. The number of our members 
were but few—only 15 tents, and nearly as 
many preachers, two of whom were Free-will 


‘Baptists, who labored with us in the “unity of 


the Spirit.” The enemies of the cross of 
Christ shewed the spirit they were of by their 
loud threatenings, turning over some of the 
wagons, and knocking out the linch-pins, &c. 
but the Lord was eminently with us in power 
to save—convictions began to get deep hold of 
some sinners’ hearts, the second day of the 
meeting, and at evening, while Bro. Gonne took 
the lead of the prayer meeting, with a spirit and 
zeal which does honor to the Renedeh: » cause, 
several souls were brouglit to taste of forgiving 
grace. The work deepened and spread on the 
third day, (Saturday,) and by 12 o’clk. at night 
we could number 17, who had tasted of the 
sweets of pardoning grace since the commence- 
ment of the meeting. Our meeting on the 
Sabbath was large, respectable and attentive. 
Our preachers labored with a zeal expressive of 
the importance of the cause they labored in. 
There were a number of Universalists at this 
meeting, one of which deserted their cause and 
shewed himself publicly a bold advocate for the 
truth, of which he declared himself an experi- 
mental witness, and exhorted his deluded former 
companions with an energy and pathos which I 
have not language to describe. We think we 
shall be sustained in saying, that there were 
more than twenty who were the subjects of God’s 
pardoning mercy during our encampment—Let 
God have all’ the praise. 

We dismissed on Monday morning, and re- 
paired to our camp-meeting at Bolton, on Onion 
river—Here were more of our brethren in num- 
ber than at Chazy, although but 15 tents-—-but 
they were very large. Our meeting began on 
Thursday, Sept. J3th, and a spirit of persecu- 
tion shewed itself by threatnings the same day— 
their hallowing and yelling and marching round 
us in the iste | instead of discouraging, rather 
increased the courage and heightened the ener- 
gies of the people of God,—nor was our labor 
in vain in the Lord, for while our preachers la- 
bored as if anointed anew with the oil of salva- 
tion, and the brethren prayed with the spirit 
and with the understanding also; sinners soon 
began to feel the weight of the word, when 
mourners were invited to the altar of prayer. 
On Friday morning one young lady came 
forward in deep distress, and before the close of 
this day, her unbelief was triumphantly over- 
come by the power of living faith, and appeared 
as valiant on the Lord’s side as any young con- 
vert I ever saw. In her first vocal prayers, she 
earnestly prayed that the Lord would send her 
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two brothers, whom she had left at home, to the 
camp-meeting—adding, ‘ O! Lord, thou knowest 
that I promised that if thou wouldst open a way 
that I might get to camp-meeting, that [ would 
go and get religion there—and glory to God, I 


have come, and have obtained religion!”” The 
two brothers were on the camp-ground within 
about twelve hours after, and on Sabbath even- 
ing, came to the altar of prayer, and I believe, 
within one hour after, were brought into gospel 
liberty. Thus the work went on gloriously till 
we could number thirteen or fourteen souls con- 
verted to God. 

Our parting scene was the most affecting that | 
I ever witnessed. The love and affection of 
the brethren were strikingly manifested by the 
affectionate parting hand, while the mingled 
expressions of love and sorrow produced a flow of 
tears streaming down each solemn cheek. Their 
attachment to the sacred spot where these souls 
had been so eminently blessed of God, seemed 
almost to bear a comparison with their attach- 
ment to each other: but the Lord did not leave 
them when they left the hallowed camp-ground. 
Several of the brethren, together with several 
young converts, set out for home through the 
woods on foot, and on the way stopped in the 
forest and held a prayer-meeting, where one 
soul was brought into Gospel liberty. They at 
length went on, leaving one old professor be- 
hind, so overwhelmed with the power of God 
that he could proceed no further at present. 
When they had gotten within about one mile of 
Dr. Brown’s, they called in at a house, and the 
young converts with boldness told all present 
what the Lord had done for their souls. Con- 
viction fastened on some present. They then 
had a prayer meeting, and two more were sef at 
liberty from their burden of guilt. They then 
proceeded home to Bro. Brown's, the two broth- 
ers and the sister telling the news of God’s par- 
doning mercy to their souls—conviction fasten- 
ed upon their sister, whom they had left at home; 
she also was brought from darkness to marvel- 
lous light within about 24 hours after. The 
work has spread from house to house, and soul 
to soul, from this seed sown at camp-meeting. 
Almost in every part of Starksboro’, south part 
of Hinesburgh, and south part of Huntington, 
till the people can number 50 or 60 souls con- 
verted; and the work is going on as rapidly as 
ever. Glory to God in tae highest! Amen. 

We have lately formed a new society in the 
south part of Starksboro’, in a neighborhood 
called New Boston, of 12 or 13 members—all — 
but one of whom are from the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. Bro. Holcomb’s class, which 
last July contained only himself, his wife, and 
her mother, I believe now contains thirty or 
more. Bro. Remington’s class, between 40 and 
50,—and the Gore class between 20 and 30 
members. When I was at Starksboro’, two 
weeks since, they could tell of from 50 to 60 
converted at and since Bolton camp-meeting. 
The spirit of persecution and its fruits, such as 
misrepresentation, slander, contempt, and other 
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abuses, seem (o bear a comparison with that 
which was suffered by the Methodist E. Church 
from 30 to 35 years ago, when their organiza- 
tion in this district of country was as recent as 
ours is now; who could have thought that this 
then feeble and pious persecuted band of Meth- 
odists would, in 30 years time, so nearly imitate 
those persecuted Puritans who fled to America 
for refuge, and so soon after hanged the Quakers 
in Boston? But let us, like the Quakers, exer- 
cise patience and meékness, although, like 
them, we may be called to suffer. 

In Bridport, a small secession, eight in num- 
ber, from the Methodist Episcopal Church, has 
taken place within a few weeks. They have 
joined the Methodist Protestant Church. They 
bring the meeting-house with them, Brothers 
Hamlin, Converse, and Mason, being principal 
proprietors, §c. 

Our prospects are daily brightening—we have 
an expectation of doubling our numbers this 
year in this district. 

We learn from authentic intelligence that 
several societies of Protestants have been re- 
cently formed in the neighborhood of Sackett’s 
Harbor, Sandy Creek, and some two or three 
more in St. Lawrence county. We learn the 
work prospers well in Greenfield, Queensboro’, 
and several other places in Saratoga county, 
New York. Yours. &c. 

Justus Byineton, Pres’t. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


Granville county, Nov. 4th, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—Having just returned from 
the last camp-meeting that we have held in the 


bounds of the North Carolina Conference, it| 


being the ninth and last for the year, I will offer 
your readers a summary of our success, and fu- 
ture prospects. 

Our preachers having received their appoint- 
ments from our last conference, went on forth- 
with to fill them. And, as far as I can learn, 
were well received by those with whom they 
were appointed to labor. | 

My own labors for the first part of the year 
were principally confined to my own neighbor- 
hood, and were not without some good fruit, I 
trust. About June I went down the country to 
visit our old friends who were among the first 
martyrs for the cause of religious liberty in this 
country, whom [ found well and in good cheer, 
except our aged Bro. Price, whose death oc- 
curred soon after. I preached among them 
several times, and the Lord vouchsafed his gra- 
cious presence. 

As to the principles of Reform, I have heard 
but one sentiment expressed amongst us; nor 
have any within my knowledge departed from 
them, or our fellowship, notwithstanding many 
and various means are resorted to by a neigh- 
boring church to make us appear contemptible, 
and even blot out our name from the calender 
of churches. We were first told by the oracles 
of the opposing church, that if the principles 


of reform succeeded, that itinerancy could not 


survive. This prediction we have proved to be 
false by demonstration. The prophets, though 
oy to shame, are not ashamed it would seem, 
or they still speak of visions, in which they be- 
hold us falling into cheerless oblivion. 

In those places where our cause is already 
triumphant, the tune is changed accordingly; 
and we have even witnessed endeavors amongst 
some of them to divert the public attention, by’ 
stating that there is ‘so little difference it is not 
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worth contending about.” Under such circum- 
stances we are sometimes Called brother by those 
very men who, under different circumstances, 
abandon us as Heathens and Publicans. I am 
far, however, from saying or believing that all 
who are not with us as members, are against the 
principles we advocate; I have every reason to 
believe the contrary. Many love and treat us 
as servants of the Most High God, and admire 
and speak well of our church principles, though 
rather secretly, for fear of the divinely-authorized 
priesthood, or on account of large family or so- 
cial connections, which they dislike to leave or 
offend. Others, who admire the liberality and 
justness of our church government, are deterred 
from casting their lot amongst us by the loud 
and positive predictions of false prophets, who 
cry day and night, ‘‘they must go down,” they 
‘‘cannot stand.’ [am happy, however, to state, 
that I believe that such devices will not mislead 
many of the people much longer. 

You are already in possession of some of the 

reasons I would give for my belief. Brothers 
Grant and Albright have informed you how 
gracious the Lord has been to us at five of our 
earlier camp-meetings, and the number that 
have attached themselves to our fellowship. 
We have had feur other camp-meetings since, 
all of which were abundantly favored of the 
good Lord, both in awakenings and conversions; 
and in which also believers were much refreshed 
and strengthened. ‘There were in all about five 
hundred persons converted at the camp-meeting’s we 
held in this state the present year; and more than 
four hundred have already joined our church. 
Others are almost daily joining with us, both 
from among the new converts and the old do- 
minion. 
In Guilford county and circuit, the triumph 
of religious liberty is almost ready to be shouted 
from every intelligent tongue. Surely the guar- 
dian, liberty-loving spirits of Lee and Morgan 
have not left their happy country;—nor have 
the worthy sons of those worthy sires who fell 
in freedom’s cause, forgotten iis price. Ah no! 
the Genius of Liberty still presides upon the 
sacred hill, where deeds so worthy of freemen 
were done. 


I felt, while standing on its brow, a glow 

Which fired my soul. I stopped to bless the dust 
In which a soul once dwelt, that would be free; 
Ah, how I do pity poor debased souls 

Who fear to claim their rights, and rather yield 
To proud usurpers, than be nobly free. 

While yet I pity these, J scern the foe, 

Proud foe! one that durst assail my sacred rights. 
And on the spot I pledged allegiance 

To my church, my country, and my God. 


Harrts, Pres’t. 


For the Methodist Proesttant. 
GEORGIA. 
Newton county, Nov. 14th, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—Since I last wrote you, I have 
visited the Alabama Annual Conference, and a 
caimp-meeting in that state; we had an excel- 
lent meeting. There were a number who pro- 
fessed religion, and ten joined the chureh. Our 
brethren were doing well, as far as I could 
learn, im that district. 

Our prospects are rising in Georgia. If I 
have been correctly informed, our brethren have 
formed three churches in Henry county, since 
Bro. Tucker and myself formed the first, in Sep- 
tember last. There is a revival of religion in 
De Kalb county:—several have experienced re- 
ligion, and many are seéking it. At our’quar- 


terly meeting last Saturday and Sunday, there 


were six who joined the church, and there are 
several who will join soon. Our brethren have 
formed a new church in Oglethorp county lately; 
and our societies are, as far as heard from, in- 
creasing in numbers, and, I trust, in grace. O 


abundantly. I feel a great desire to see the 
-work run like fire among dry stubble. I be- 
lieve our friends are steadfast in the principles 
of Christian liberty, and determined to support 
the principle of “Mutual and Equal Rights.’* 
Yours, &c. Aaron G Brewer. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methudist Protestant. 


North Carolina, Nov. 16th 1832. 


Dear Brother,—W hen Pisistiatus insinuating- 
ly usurped the power to rule in the Athenian 
government, the justly celebrated law-giver, 
Solon, notwithstanding his snowy head _ pro- 
claimed his close approximation to the tomb, 
was seen in public, and addressed himself to 
the deluded populace, upbraiding them with in- 
discretion and cowardice, and then persuaded 
them to stand up like men for their liberty. Ou 
that occasion, he uttered these memorable 
words:—*'‘It would have been easier to have re- 
pressed the advances of Tyranny, and have pre- 
vented its establishment, but now it is establish- 
ed, and grown to some weight, it would be more 
glorious to demolish 

How true is this saying of Solon’s; how easy 
would it have been for the citizens to have ve- 
toed the first advances of usurpation in Pisis- 
tratus. But this, they did not do. Now what 
is the next alternative? Solon says, its demoli- 
tion. How easy would it have been for the first 
advocates of Methodism, in this country, to 
have nipt in its embryo state, the first advances 
of that stubborn and unyielding child of Hell 
Despotism. When it first showed it deformed 
head, it should have been lashed from these 
peaceful shores by every generous’ spirit, but to 
our astonishment, even while our land smoked 
with the blood of the slain, (slain in combat for 
freedom,) this dread monster steps upon Ame- 
rican soil. And what is more strange, is the 
unparalled reception it met, and its successful 
establishment. Behold, Americans! in a few 
years, it has traversed almost al! the free, or in- 
tended to be free states, and now wnder the 
escort of an American priesthood, it stands and 
bids defiance to any attack hitherto made. Its 
introduction, our charity compels us to say, 
must have been an oversight in our Fathers. 
But now it has grown to such an astonishing 
height, and its odious character has become a 
subject of such notoriety, if the Americans do 
not assist in the glorious act of demolishing it, 
our charity for them must cease, and we be com- 
pelled to give into the opinion, that they are its 
willing votaries. 
A scheme has been put into operation which 
will eventuate in the suceessful prostration of 
this hydra-headed monster, if we can wake up 
the people, and persuade them, that they can 
enjoy religion, and at the same time be freemen. 
Brethren, you have becn wronged out of rights, 
which Heaven intended for your enjoyment. 
You have been persuaded that itinerancy can- 
not exist without despotism. You have been 
told, that it was necessary for the extension of 
Christ’s kingdam to have Bishops and Presiding 
Elders, and commit to them the keeping of 
your consciences. Brethren, hear us. 
have been deceived by those from whom you 


that the Lord would pour out his spirit more. 
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guaranteed unto you certain rights, the prudent 
use of which you, and you alone, are held ac- 
countable. Then I beseech you, exercise them 
and do not transfer them without value receiv- 
ed. Itinerancy is not necessarily dependent on 
Despotism for existence. Then do come where 
it flourishes in its original purity, unassisted by 
Tyranny. Do come and assist in the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom, among a peo- 
ple that has no use for Bishops or Presidin 
Elders. Do come and enjoy the comforts of re- 
deeming grace, where you can be saluted with the 
soul-reviving sound of freemen. Come, and let 
those hitherto cherished sons of despotism, 
know that you are now capable of self-govern- 
ment, and that you will now, like the builders 
of Jerusalem, work with tool in one hand, and 
the instrument of warefare in the other, equally 
assiduous to produce that which is not, as to de- 
molish that which already exists. 

It certainly would be a scene worthy of journ- 
alizing to see Americans once more in posses- 
sion of that soil for which her early sons fought 
and died. What ascene! To see men have, 
and exercise the power of self-government in 
that way that should redound to the glory of 
God. It would call to our mind the untarnish- 
ed scene exhibited in Eden’s bower,the morning 
the world arose from chaos. Posterity would 
rise up and hail the hour that gave birth to men, 
capable of so glorious an action. 

J. Harris. 


ror the Methodist Protestant. 
A FEW THOUGHTS ON SOME CONTROVERSIES. 
(NO. I. ) 
Before any member,: or any portion of the 


members of a church, appeals to the public 
against their brethren, they ought to be convinc- 


-ed of the necessity of the act; that their cause 


is one in which the public is concerned; that 
they cannot obtain justice in the church; that 
the public will remove, or assist them to bear 
their calamities. That they may ascertain the 
lack of justice in the church, it would seem to 
be necessary te bring their cause before it—and 
then if the public would like to know all about 
their matters,—let the aggrieved commence the 
information by giving an abstract of the princi- 
ples and practices of the church—how equal the 
laws are—that the whole polity rests upon mu- 
tual rights—not of litigating—but mutual rights 
and duties, of privileges, peace, love, and all 
good offices. No doubt that the public will now 
be prepared to be very curious to know how it 
came to pass that the complainants failed in 
gaining redress. This is the exact moment to 
come out before the public—to print, to publish, 
to send all abroad. Now you no longer appear 
as the judge in your own cause; you no more 
centemn the brethren, the constitution and rules 
of the church. But stop—do you not know 
that you are testifying against yourself, in the 
presence of the public, that very public to whom 
in great ignorance and great simplicity—you are 
appealing? Do you not know that you are pub- 
licly violating ail the precepts, doctrines, and 
examples of the New Testament, which enjoin 
Joving the brethren, forgiving their faults, and 
doing good for evil? If you do not know thus 
much,the public knows thus much—and the pub- 
lic condemns you. You now appeal again— 
your own conscience is appealed to, and justi- 
fies you! What rule have you violated! You 


only took the law in your own hands, and did as 
every other judge in his own cause, has a right 


should have expected better things. Heaven has 


todo. The public is your witness. Glorious 
christian liberty! | 

No, gentle reader,these are not principles and 
privileges of Methodist Protestants! Nor are 
they favors bestowed by christianity,on any oth- 
er disciples of Jesus! The New Testament holds 
the freeest and best christian on earth, accoun- 
table for the abuse of the liberty of speech and 
all other mediums of communication—and, our 
church which takes the morality of the New 
Testament for its guide and only authority,holds 
its ministers and members accountable for the 
abuse of their liberty of speech and the press. 
If we have not now entire security against the 
biting and devouring propensities of poor fallen 
and ignorant humanity, it is full time we had 
precisely this entire security. Otherwise we 
shall be disgraced and ruined by ignorance and 
the vilest passions. We must have a law declar- 
ing it to be an excommunicable offence to go 
before the public in any newspaper, pamphlet, 
circular written or printed, with accusations af- 
fecting the reputation of ministers or members, 
until after the church authorities are, in the 
manner prescribed in our Constitution and Dis- 
cipline, appealed to for redress. We say that 
such a law must be made, as will cut off those 
among us who contemn our government, and 
carry their contempt, and abuse, and revilings 
before the public. How else can our ministry 
or membership be secure from the attacks of |i- 
centious liberty? 

We will give a few reasons in favor of this 
proposed rule: — | 


First, It is in all cases plainly unnecessary to 
publish our brethren in newspapers, pamphlets, 
and circulars, as our Constitution and Discipline 
prescribes to each complainant the one and only 
correct manner of settling disputes. And pro- 
vides ample means of justice to all equally. 


Secondly. There is no propriety in thus pub- 
lishing brethren,because no one can do so with- 
out violating the laws which he has voluntarily 
accepted as his rules of conduct in the church. 
[t must be plain to every one that a law which 
prescribes a particular mode of procedure to 
those who are rightfully subject to it, inaterdicts 
to them all other modes of procedure. 


Thirdly. It is an aggravated in.quity to come. 
before the public with ex-parle statements affect- 
ing the reputation of brethren even though they 
may be in some sort censurable, and very wick- 
ed when there is in truth no other grounds of 
offence than exists in the disordered imagination 
of the accuser of the brethren. 

Fourthly. It is a kind of conduct dangerous 
to the depredator.—‘‘The law makes private 
reputation one of the objects of its protection.” 
“Itis a civil injury to call a tradesman a bank- 
rupt; a physician a quack; or a lawyer a knave; 
or to charge a minister with any matter by which 
he shall sustain special injury.” ‘‘A malicious 
publication, expressed either in printing,or writ- 
ing, or by signs, or pictures, tending either to 
blacken the memory of one dead, or the reputa- 
tion of one alive, and cxpose him to public ha- 
tred, contempt or ridicule, is considered a pub- 
lic as well as a private injury; and makes the 
party not only liable to a private suit by the per- 
son libelled, but answerable to the state by in- 
dictment, as guilty of an offence tending to a 
breach of the public peace.” ‘The law pro- 
tects the liberal communication of sentiment and 
entire freedom of discussion in respect to the 
character and conduct of public men and of 
candidates for public favor, and it has accord- 
ingly become a constitution principle in this 


country, that every citizen may freely speak, 
write and publish his sentiments on all subjects, 
being responsible for the abuse of that right,and 
that no Jaw can rightfully be passed to restrain 
or abridge the freedom of speech or of the 
press.”’ A precisely similar provision is con- 
tained in the Constitution of our Church. And 
we think it an abominable abuse of the liberty 
of the press and of this church, for any déne of 
its ministers oF meinbers, to go before the public 
with fancied or real complaints, until the deci- 
sion of the church has been had. These sorts 
of doings must be declared excommunicable of- 
fences, if we would avoid indelible disgrace! 


Laicvus. 
For the Methodist Protestant. 
(NO. VI.) 


FOURTH ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLE OF THE METHO- 
DIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 


Every mon has an inalienable right to private 
judgment, in matters of Religion, and an 
right to express his opinions, in any way which 
will not violate the laws of God or the rights of 
his fellow men. 


Phe adoption of this principle by our church 
is worthy of the enlightened age in which we 
live. ‘Where shall we find this principle in the 
creed of any of the old churches? Here the 


[right and expression of private opinion are only 


limited by the laws of God, and the rights of 
our fellow men. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church, on pain of 
excommunication, forbids her members from the 
exercise of this heaven-born right, by declaring 
that they shall be liable to arraignment and ex- 
pulsion if they inveigh against—what? the laws 
of God? O no! Against the scriptural rights of 
her members? O no! but against the discipline of 
the church! 

In other words, if the preachers treat the mem- 
bers despotically, and they report the fact, the 
latter are liable for speaking the truth of their 
private judgment on the subject of the wrongs 
they endure,to be brought to trial and expulsion. 
Or should they publish the facts in evidence, they 
are cited to trial for speaking evil of ministers. 
In plain english, they are liable to excommuni- 
cation, for speaking and publishing truths, which 
the scriptures and the community require them 
to speak and to publish. 

Whilst our church has a name and a place in 
the earth, we hope this fourth elementary prin- 
ciple will be preserved in all its simplictty and 
fulness. 

(NO. 


FIFTH ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLE OF THE METHO- 
DIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 


Church trials should be conducted on gospel 
principles only; and no minister or member should 
be excommunicated except for immorality; the pro- 
pagation of unchristian doctrines,or for the neglect 
of duties enjoined by the word of God. 


Should church trials be conducted en any other 
than Gospe! principles?—First, let the offended 
see the offending brother or sister if the offence . 
be a personal one, and tell him his fault alone; 
if he hear him, he has gained his brother; but if 
he will not hear him, then let the offended take 
with him one, two, or more witnesses; and if he 
neglect to hear them,let him tell it to the church; 
but if he neglect to hear the church, let the of- 
fending one be to the offended as a heathen and ~ 


a publican. 
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- But if it be an offence of great moral turpi- 
tude against the church, or the virtuous laws of 
society, let the offender be 
suitable manner. Let him be duly and properly 
informed—the witnesses selected as far as pos- 
sible from persons of rectitude, and free if prac- 
ticable from malevolent feelings towards the ac- 
cused. Lethim have time to collect evidences 
of his claims to innocence on the subject charg- 
ed against him, and let him be tried by an im- 
partial court and jury; and if the crime be such 
as ought on scripture principles to exclude him, 
let him be excluded—but if he be proved inno- 
cent, let him stand in the eyes of all, as though 
he were never suspected. : 

We believe this to be a fair exhibition of this 
principle. Does it not commend itself to every 
pious and unprejudiced mind,and is it not worthy 
of general, nay, of universal acceptance. 


(No. vin. ) 


SIXTH ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLE OF THE METHO- 
DIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 


The pastoral or ministerial office and duties are 
of divine appointment; and all elders in the church 
of God are equal; but ministers are forbidden to 
be lords over God's heritage, or to have dominion 
over the faith of the saints. 


The correctness of the first clause of this prin- 
ciple, we presume, will not be questioned by 
any man having any respect for the word of 
God, or the institutions of. the Lord Jesus and 
his inspired Apostles. The Divine commission 
is, Go ye therefore into all the world and preach 
my Gospel to every creature. He that believeth 
and is baptized, shall be saved. He that be- 
lieveth not, shall be damned. Every true min- 
ister of the Gospel has been called by the Lord 
Jesus, either specially from heaven or by the 
church providentially. 

Tou say there are hypocrites in the ministry 
does not prove by any means, that the Christian 
ministry is not of divine appointment, no more 
than the circumstance of there being a devil 
amongst the twelve, proves that the eleven were 
not faithful disciples, known and honored of 
their Lord and Master. 

This principle recognizes the office alone as 
of Divine appointment; it does not state that 
each and every minister is divinely appointed. 
Had this been the fact, hypocrites might indeed 
seek a place at our altars, which, when obtain- 
ed, might be construed into divinely authorized 
and appointed; and the credulity of the present 
and coming ages be imposed on by thousands, 
who would seek the office from personal ambi 
tion only. We may resume this in our next. 


“MatTTHIAS.” 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
WHAT CAN BE THE CAUSE? 


Mr. Editor,—How are we to account for the 
lingering of so many in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, now that the Methodist Protestant 
Church, which tenders so many important rights 
and privileges, is founded? 

Is it from invincible ignorance of thousands, 
on the subjects of their rights as Christian free- 
men? If so, they are to be pitied. 

The first pretext, though concealed, why hun- 
dreds remain, is that of their being personally 
related to the families of the superannuated 
preachers, who derive an annual dividend from 
the Charter, Book, and Annual Conference 


brought to trial in a: 


| 


funds!! If your readers will examine amongst. 
those who are most clamorous against reform or 
representation, you will find some of the proni- 
inent ones have fathers, mothers, sisters, uncles, 
aunts, brothers, fathers-in-law, grand-fathers, 
mothers-in-law, or grand mothers, who are de- 
pendent upon these funds of the church for 
their support. 

Lf the Methodist Episcopal members should 
generally, become Methodist Protestants, they 
are afraid that those dividends would cease, and 
those relatives must either obtain funds from 
them or suffer—and as they have no disposition 
to maintain principle at any expense, they join 
in the hue and cry against reform and represen- 
tation. | 

Does this strike you as strange? I reply, it is 
not more strange than true. Instances can be 
named which would occupy column after col- 
umn of your paper—and if you and your rea- 
ders will only look amongst the most prominent 
adversaries of representation, you and they 
shall be satisfied beyond all doubt. The writer 
of this article knows many of these. Their 
names are present to his recollection. All he 
wishes of you and your readers is to ponder this 
subject in your minds, and mark well, and set 
down those which occur to you and your read- 
ers, and see what a catalogue each can furnish 
from his or her own recollection—nor need you 


go far to look for evidence to the fact stated. 


Each Conference furnishes its due proportion 
of these dependents; and their noisy and par- 
simonious friends, would send representation 
from the world, rather than these drawers of the 
charities of the church should be disappointed 
in having their annual drafts paid, and rather 
than the richer relatives should be under the ne- 
cessity of giving a little of their abundance to 
sustain their relatives on the general prevalence 
of representation. 

Will you or your readers say there are but few 
pensioners of this description. Look, I be- 
seech you, at the lists of Annual Conference 
books. You will find there are perhaps twenty 
four of these Conferences which may average at 
least thirty pensioners in preachers, wives and 
children to each Conference; this will give 720, 
(which perhaps, is not one half of the whole 
number, ) say 600 in round numbers. We will 
say that there are only 120 preachers, families— 
these are connected probably with 500 other 
families in the church, of six persons each— 
making 3,000 relatives, besides the preachers 
families. These of themselves can make a con- 
siderable noise in the old church against repre- 
sentation, and these exert their opposition 
against representation, to the full amount of 
their faculties. Can you expect such men and 
women to become open friends to representa- 
tion, whilst the preachers love their annual pit- 
tance, more than they love Christian liberty, or 
whilst their parsimonious friends would rather 
sell Christian liberty, than draw on their per- 
sonal means for the support of their relatives? 

Another silent pretext is found amongst the 
travelling preachers and their relatives. ‘There 
are upwards of two thousand of these, who ex- 
clusively, hold the power of the church. These 
are opposed to representation, because that 
would place them en a level with their brethren, 
in the law making department of the church, 
and perhaps many of those preachers never 
would enjoy the privilege by the suffrage of 
their brethren, to sit in the law making depart- 
ment of the church. Of course, the friends of 
representation (from the knowledge of the fact, 


that the priests of all ages never yield their pow- 


| ceed. 


er willingly,) cannot expect these preachers to 
become friends to the liberal doctrine of repre- 
sentation. This must be extorted by the 


ple, or never will be granted.—But let us pro- 


These two thousand preachers are connect- 
ed, perhaps, with at least five families, each on an 
average, which will give 10,000 families, each 
family averaging five members, will furnish a 
total-of 50,000 persons, who are the immediate 
relatives of those preachers; and all of whom, 
perhaps, may love their preachers relatives, to 
have, and to hold their unrighteous predomi- 
nance. | 

Conceive of these 50,000, joining the three 
thousand before enumerated, and then ask, is it 
to be wondered at, that these preachers who 
cleave to power, and those who know they must 
be supported by the funds of the church at 
large, or else be fed and clothed by these said 
connexions, should remain in favour of the pre- 
sent system of priestly rule? Lycureus. 


For the Methodist Protestant 


(No. 11.) 
CLASS-LEADERS. 


In our Jast, we gave a rapid glance at some 
ae prerequisites, of a leader in the church 
oMGod. It shall be our business in this article, 
to dwell on a few points, which we think im- 
portant to the prosperity, both of the leader and 
the class. 

First, the members should be regularly enrol- 
led on a class book, in due order, according to 
the time they are received, and so they should 
be transferred into new books, when such be- © 
come necessary. We have known the minds of 
some brethren and sisters unpleasantly exercis- 
ed, by having their names transposed from the 
regular order, to which they were justly enti- 
tled. In other words, a brother or sister, whose 
name as to date, of uniting with the class, en- 
titled them to be near the first on the list, should 
never be transferred by sheer neglect in the 
leader, to the middle or foot of the hist. 

Secondly, we consider that the old fashion of 
placing such initial letters before the name of 
each member, as shall indicate their religious 
state, to be of considerable use, as also, those 
which indicate their situation, whether married 
or single. This is certainly necessary, if not 
for the regular leader, yet highly so for leaders 
who only occasionally visit the class. 

Thirdly, the leader should always, if practica- 
ble, be amongst the first in the class room; this 
would prevent all conversation calculated to dis- 
sipate the thoughts; and the calm and collect- 


‘ed manner of the leader would be well calcula- 


ted to beget a similar one in the members, 
whilst the punctuality of the leader would in- 
duce more punctuality in the members. 
Fourthly, the leader should begin at the precise 
time, whether there be many or few present; nor 
should the smallness of the number,. with which 
he commences, occasion a feeling of personal 
mortification, so as to induce him to hurry 
through the devotion, (if devotion it can be cal- 
led under such circumstances, ) and thereby in- 
jure the feelings of those who are present. We 
have known this to exist in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. Yes, we have known a leader, — 
to be so highly displeased, because the most of 
the class did not collect within, say ten minutes 
at farthest, sing a very short hymn, offer ashort 
prayer, and declare the meeting concluded, for 
the purpose of mortifying the feelings of those 
who had been, perhaps, necessarily detained. 
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of an aged man’s sermons. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


Was this the meekness or the kindness of the 
Gospel? We believe not. | 


“\Fifthly, a leader should take personal pains to 


learn the peculiar texture of mind, and disposi- 


tion of each member of his class, nor should he| — 


depend exclusively, on what he may hear or ob- 
serve in a casual way of any member. It is his 
duty to become well acquainted with his mem- 
bers individually; by doing this, and watching 
over them in Christian affection and love, he 
may be enabled to encourage those who would 
otherwise faulter. We do not say, that he 
should encourage those who are of a light and 
trifling temperament, or those of a worse dispo- 
sition, these he should rather seriously and affec- 
tionately exhort, to lay aside all foolish conversa- 
tion,and to seek for that deep spirituality of mind 
which it is absolutely necessary they should pos- 
sess. We intend to say, thatthe leader should 
be the very reverse of all that looks like suspi- 
cion, austerity, sourness, or anthoritativeness of 
personal manner and expression. His eyes should 
beam with supreme love to God, and with much 
affection for each member of his class. 
ZACCHEUS, 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
THE TRIAL OF MEMBERS. 


Mr. Editor,—If we were to assert that our 
system of government is always open to the im- 
provements suggested by a sound experience, 
perhaps no one of your readers would disbelieve 
the assertion. But we are not innovators, nor 
are we afraid of alterations when needed. The 
manner of creating committees for the trial of 
members of our church, is the opposite to the 
manner of packing committees. We had heard 
a great deal said respecting the principles and 
practices of those. who select triers, and we ut- 
terly repudiated the whole from our system. We 
did well; for there can be but little security for 
fair dealing, when ministers select the commit- 
tee. A wise and a good man, whose province 
it might be to select the jury, would possibly be- 
conie fully informed of the case in dispute, and 
after having impartially made up his own opin- 
ions, would naturally prefer honest and wise men 
who would be likely to, or actually did, think as 
he thought. So without anticipating that par- 
ties might arise in some one of our churches, 
the intentions of the Convention were purely 
directed to equitable proceedings, and the ends 
of justice, in trying accused members. There- 
fore, the rule is—‘'The accused shall nominate 
two persons in full membership,and good stand- 
ing. ‘The class of which he, or she, is a mem- 
ber, shal] nominate two more members in good 
standing—these shall choose a fifth.” A good 
rule in the absence of parties. Buta rule to be 
defeated where the accused and the class are of 
one party. Accept these well-intended hints. 
If friends or opposers show us our faults we 
ought to be thankful, and testify our gratitude 
by amendment. SosTHENES. 


For the Methodist Protestaat. 

_ Mr. Editor,—Permit one of your readers to 
express his sincere pleasure in reading ‘‘Parts 
We beseech him, 
who was wont to instruct us in our former igno- 
rence, to minister to us now, when we better 
know how we should, and can, appreciate his 
instructions. We promise not to let many days 
pass before we gather up the bread he casts upon 
the waters. N or shall we leave any the less for 
all who come after us. We will bind up your 
paper for the use of our successors. S. 


aD 


BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1832. 


— 


Methodist Protestants should never fail to 
keep the broad principles before the public, for 
which they have laboured ané suffered. 

The most prominent amongst these principles 
is, that of Representation. It is in our opinion 
altogether contrary to the common sense of 
American citizens, whether saints or sinners, that 
one small class of citizens should be permitted 
not only to assume, but positively to assert, and 
exercise all the legislative, judicial and executive 
power, over all the rest of the citizens without 
the expressed will and consent of the latter. 

Were this the fact in regard to the civil gov- 
ernment in this country, would not the heralds 
of the rights of the injured population be held 
in the highest estimation, by the millions over 
which such despotisin was exercised? 

Would not these pioneers of civil liberty, be 
hailed as their best friends—and would they not 
rally round and sustain them by thousands? 

American Fellow Citizens, Christians, and 
Methodists, the pioneers who have been instru- 
mental in the institution of the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church, have at the risk of their good 
name—at the peril of their best werldly pros- 
pects—done in the Methodist E.Church just what 
those heralds in the civil world would \be ex- 
pected to perform. 

The Methodist Episcopal itinerant preachers, 
associated themselves in one body, (taking spe- 
cial care to avoid having any lay members in 
their councils,) and established a system of 
church government, which forever precludes the 
possibility of the members having any voice in 
making any law of the church. The conse- 
quence is, that the travelling preachers enact all 
the laws, and execute all the laws, whilst the 
members are obliged to submit, or retire from 
the church. | 

This is the alternative. We say, this is the 
alternative. Whilst any member remains in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in its present form 
of government, said member et.courages an un- 
righteous crusade against his own rights and 
those of his fellow members. Each and every 
member, we repeat, who continues to remain in 
that church, continues not only the sale of his 
own christian liberty,but that also of every mem- 
ber who shall hereafter be taken into that church. 

We ask the members of the Methodist Epis- | 
copal Church for the sake of their own rights, 
and those of unborn thousands, to pause, con- 
sider, and then act as they should on this im- 


portant subject. 


What a fearful example of want of reflection 
ou consequences to the civil and religious world, 
are you furnishing by your present course! Had 
vur fathers in the membership, acted as they 
ought to have done when the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church was organized, the present des- 
potism would have been unknown. 

We say, had they have done their duty, in- 
stead of half a million of members being dis- 
franchised of their inalienable rights i the 
church, they would this day stand forth in their 
full possession and exercise. 

Is there not independence and Christian 
courage sufficient to be found amongst the sons 
to redeem themselves from the vussalage entail- 
ed upon them by ‘‘designing’’ priests? 


We are fully convinced, were more general 
circulation given to our Church Periodicals, and 
the Books published under the direction of the 
Book Committee, that the general and the par- . 
ticular interests of our Church would be greatly 
promoted. 

As the ministers in all past ages have been 
considered the friends of Religion and Litera- 
ture, we are authorized to expect that the 
ministers of the present age will not be a whit 
behind those of any former age, and particular- 
ly that those of our Church will feel an increas- 
ing interest in diffusing the means of knowledge 
amongst the people. 

Ours is probably the only Church which has 
recognized and established at its commencement , 
a Church Periodical and a Book department.— 
Shall not each minister and member feel and act 
out efficiently in aid of those valuable auxiliaries? 

How are the people to be informed of our 
principles if the medium of communication be 
obstructed? A paper which publishes our prin- 
ciples and their success, must if pursued, pro- 
cure us many friends, and will continue to mul- 
tiply friends. 
Books cannot fail to improve the moral and re- 
ligious feelings of the readers. 

There are many instances on record of grate- 
ful acknowledgments to ministers of the gospel 
for placing in the hands of the thoughtless and 
the irreligious, the work of some pious writer=— 
the perusal of which has been made the means 
of their deep conviction for sin, and led themto © 
call upon the name of the Lord for deliverance’ 

Happy are those ministers and others that 
shall use their best efforts in this way to benefit 
the souls of their fellow men—for their labour 
shall not be in vain in the Lord, 


The religious intelligence in this number is 
highly interesting, and will be read with much 
pleasure. 

Omicron, Olympus, Sosthenes, Laicus, Ar- 
thur and §. will please receive our thanks for 
their edifying articles—also, our brethren, for 
the religious intelligence which they furnish, 
We solicit a continuance of their contributions. 


Whilst the circulation of our | 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


Extract of a letter received from Brother Capt. 
- William H. Waters, dated Somerset county, 
Maryland, November 25, 1832. 


“I am much engaged at this time in getting 
our new meeting house shut in——One day more 
erhaps, will furnish us this gratifying sight. It 
is considered by many to be the handsomest 
church on this shore. It is well proportioned, 
and has galleries. While the workmen are on 
the house, my leisure time is occupied in pre- 
aring ground for our Camp-meeting, where we 
shall expect to see you and your family, with the 
rest of our Baltimore brethren. Our houses 
will be ready for your reception, and no ex- 
pense to you or them in getting to the ground. 
We have much to contend against, but we 
rejoice to say, with the pious Wesley, ‘‘the best 
of all God is with us.” Asa church we are 
doing well, considering the sparseness of min- 
isterial help. Huudreds,- we doubt not will 
unite with us when we can get a regular sup- 
ply of labourers. Our present preachers do 
what they can, but they have many more calls 
for their services than they can answer in pro- 
rtime. Indeed, requests reach them from a 
considerable distance, in addition to similar re- 
quests from points less remote. 

My opinion is, that several classes could be 
instantly formed, if the preachers could visit 
tne different sections in this part of the Confer- 
ence, and assure them of regular circuit preach- 
ing. 

Our old side friends are much alarmed—and 
have roused up from their former supineness. 
But as it is evident, that it is principally in op- 
position to our cause, their efforts appear to be 
understood, and the result has not been what 
they have anticipated. 

O that the Lord would revive His work glori- 
ously in each of our souls, and induce that holi- 
ness of heart which shall fit us to be more use- 
ful on earth, and qualify us to be meet for the 
inheritance of the Saints in light! 

Your brother in Christ, 
W. H. Waters. 


VERMONT CONFERENCE. 
Bridport, Addison Co. Nov. 20, 1832. 


The Vermont Annual Conference of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, for this district, 
will commence on the second Thursday of Feb- 
ruary next, at 9 o’clock, a.m. at the Methodist 
and Baptist meeting house in Bridport, in the 
county of Addison, Vermont. The members 
of which, who may attend, will call on Brother 
Hamlin Converse, or Bro. Solomon Mason, esq. 
and they will receive directions to places of en- 
tertainment. It is desired that all the members 
and delegates should attend, as there will be 
business of importance to be attended to at this 
session. Justus ByinerTon, Pres’t. 


POPERY IN SPAIN. 


The Edinburgh Review informs us that there 
are at present in Spain 58 Archbishops, 684 
Bishops, 11,400 Abbots, 936 chapters, 7000 
hospitals, 25,000 fraternities, 46,000 monaste- 
ries, 135,000 convents, 312,000 secular priests, 
200,000 inferior clergy, and 400,000 Monks 
and Nuns. 


_ Instors.—The total amount of known British 
insects (according to the last census) is 10,012, 
which is ere to nearly twice the number of 
ascertained birds and to more than ten times the 
number of ascertained quadrupeds throughout 
the whole world. 


MISCELLANY. 


ST. PAUL'S CONVERSION. 


St. Paul, formerly named Saul, was of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a native of Tarsus, in Cili- 
cia, a Pharisee by profession. It is thought he 
was born about two years before our Saviour, 
supposing that he lived sixty-eight years, as we 
read, in a homily which is the sixth volume of 
St. Chrysostom’s works. He was a Roman cit- 
izen, (Acts xxii. 27, 28.) because Augustus had 
given the freedom of the city to all the freemen 
of Tarsus, in consideration of their firm adher 
ence to his interests. His parents sent him ear- 
ly to Jerusalem, where he studied the law at the 
feet of Gamaliel, a famous doctor (Acts xxii 3.) 
He made very great progress in his studies, and 
his life was always blameless before men; being 
very zealous for the whole observance of the 
law of Moses, (Acts xxvi. 4, 5.) But his zeal 
carried him too far; he persecuted the church, 
and insulted Jesus Christ in his members; (1 
Tim. i. 13.) and. when the proto-martyr St. Ste- 
phen was stoned, Saul was not only consenting 
to his death, but he even stood by and took 
care of the clothes of those. that stoned him, 
(Acts vii. 58, 59.) This happened in the thirty 
third: year of the common era, soon after our 
Saviour’s death. 

The conversion of such a marat suchatime, 
and by such means, furnishes one of the most 
complete proofs that have ever been given of the 
divine origin of our holy religion. That Saul, 
from being a zealous persecutor of the disciples 
of Christ, became all at once a disciple himself, 
is a fact which cannot be controverted without 
overturning the credit of all history. He must 
therefore have been converted in the miraculous 
manner in which he himself said he was, and of 
course the Christian religion be adivine revela- 
tion; or he must have been either an impostor, 
an enthusiast, or a dupe to the fraud of others. 
There is not another alternative possible. 

If he were an impostor, who declared what 
he knew to be false, he must have been induced 
to act that part by some motive; but the only 
conceivable motives for religious imposture are, 
the hopes of advancing one’s temporal interest, 
credit, or power; or the“prospect of gratifying 
some passion or appetite under the authority of 
the newreligion. That none of these could be 
St. Paul’s motive for professing the faith of 
Christ crucified, is plain from the state of Juda- 
ist and Christianity at the period of his forsak- 
ing the former and embracing the latter faith. 
Those whom he left were the disposers of 
wealth, of dignity, and of power in Judea: those 
to whom he went were indigent men, oppres- 
sed, and kept from all means of improving their 
fortunes. The certain consequence, therefore, 
of his taking the part of Christianity was the 
loss not only of all that he possessed, but of all 
hopes of acquiring more; whereas, by continu- 
ing to persecute the Christians, he had hopes 
rising almost to a certainty of making his for- 
tune by the favour of those who were at the 
head of the Jewish state, to whom nothing 
could so much recommend him as the zeal 
which he had shown in that persecution. As to 
credit or reputation, could the scholar of Gama- 
liel hope to gain either, by becoming a teacher 
ina college of fishermen? could he flatter him- 
self, that the doctrines which he taught would, 
either in or out of Judea, do him honour, when 
he knew that “‘they were to the Jews a stumb- 
ling block, and to the Greeks foolishness?” 


Was it then the love of power that induced him 


to make this greatchange? Power! over whom? 
over a flock of sheep whom he himself had as- 
sisted to destroy, and whose very shepherd had 
lately been murdered? Perhaps it was with a 
view of gratifying some licentious passion, un- 
der the authority of the new religion, that he 
commenced a teacher of that religion! This 
cannot be alleged: for his writings breathe no- 
thing but the strictest morality, obedience to ma- 
gistrates, order, and government, with the ut- 
most abhorrence of all licentiousness, idleness, 
or loose behaviour, under the cloak of religion. 
We no where read in his works, that saints are 
above moral ordinances; that dominion is found- 
ed in grace; that the fortunes of the rich 
ought to ba divided amongst the poor; that 
there is no difference in moral actions; that any 
impulses of the mind are to direct us against 
the light of our reason, and the laws of nature; 
or any of those wicked tenets by which the 
peace of society has been often disturbed, and 
the rules of morality often broken, by men pre- 
tending to act under the sanction of divine reve- 
lation. He makes no distinctions like the im- 
postor of Arabia in favour of himself; nor does 
any part of his life, either before or after his con- 
version to Christianity, bear any mark of a Jiber- 
tine disposition. As among the Jews, so among 
the Christians, his conversation and manners 


were blameless. It has been sometimes object- 


ed to the other apostles, by those who were re- 
solved not to credit their testimony, that having 
been deeply engaged with Jesus during his life, 
they were obliged, for the support of their own 
credit, and from having gone too far to return, 
to continue the same professions after his death; 
but this can by no means be said of St. Pau. 
On the contrary, whatever force there may be in 
that way of reasoning, it all ‘tends to convince 
us, that St. Paul must naturally have continued 
a Jew, and an enemy to Christ Jesus. If they 
were engaged on one side, he Was as strong| 
engaged on the other. If shame withheld them 
from changing sides, much more ought it to 
have stopped him; who, from his superior edu- 
cation,*must have been vastly more sensible 
to that kind of shame than the mean and illite- 
rate fishermen of Galilee. The only other dif- 
ference was, that they, by quitting their Master 
after his death, might have preserved them- 
selves; whereas he, by quitting the Jews, and 
taking up the cross of Christ, certainly brought 
on his own destruction. 

As St. Paul was not an impostor, so it is 
plain he was not an enthusiast. Heat of tem- 
per, melancholy, ignorance, and vanity, are the 
ingredients of which enthusiasm is composed; 
but from all these, except the first, the apostle 
appears to have been wholly free. That he had 
great fervour of zeal, both when a Jew and 
when a Christian, in maintaining what he 
thought to be right, cannot be denied; but he 
was at all times so much master of his temper, 
as, in matters of indifference to “become all 
things to all men,” with the most pliant conde- 
scension, bending his notions and manners to 
theirs, as far as his duty to God would permit; 
a conduct compatible neither with the stiffness 
of a bigot, nor with the violent impulse of fan- 
atical delusion. ‘That he was not melancholy, 
is plain from his conduct in embracing every 
method which prudence could suggest to escape 
danger and shun persecution: when he could 
do it without betraying the duty of his office, or 
the honour of his God. A melancholy enthu- 
siast courts perseoution; and when he cannot 
obtain it, afflicts himself with absurd penances: 
but the holiness of St. Paul consisted only in 
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he simplicity of a godly life, and in the un- 
wearied performance of his apostolic duties. 
That he was ignorant, no man will allege who 
is not grossly ignurant himself, for he appears 
to have been master not only of the Jewish 
learning, but also of the Greek philosophy, and 
to have been very conversant even with the 
Greek poets. That he was not credulous, is 
plain from his having resisted the evidence of 
all the miracles performed on earth by Christ, as 
well as those that were afterward ‘wrought by 
the apostles; to the fame of which, as he lived 
in Jerusalem, he could not possibly have been a 
stranger. And that he was as free from vanity 
as any man that ever lived, may be gathered from 
all that we sce in his writings, or know of his 
life. He represents himself as the least of the 
apostles, and not meet to be called an apostle. 
He says that ke is the chief of sinners; and he 
prefers in the strongest terms, universal benev- 
olence, to faith; and prophecy, and miracles, 
and all the gifts and graces with which he could 
be endowed. Is this the language of vanity or 
enthusiasm? Did ever fanatic prefer virtue to 
his own religious opinions, to illuminations of 
the spirit, and even to the mefit of martyrdom? 

Having thus shown that St. Paul was neither 
an impostor nor an enthusiast, it remains only 
to be inquired, whether he was deceived by the 
fraud of others: but this inquiry needs not be 
long, for who was to deceive him? A few illite- 
rate fishermen of Galilee?, It was morally im- 
possible for such men to conceive the thought 
of turning the most enlightened of their oppo- 
nents, and the cruelest of their persecutors, in- 
to an apostle, and to do this by a fraud in the 
very instant of his greatest fury against them 
and their Lord. But could they have been so 
extravagant as to conceive such a thought, it 
was physical/y impossible for them to execute 
it in the manner in which we find his conver- 
sion to have been effected. Could they produce 
a light in the air, which at mid-day was brighter 
than the sun? Could they make Saul hear words 
from out of that light which were not heard by 
the rest’of the company? Could they make him 
blind for three days after that vision, and then 
make scales fall off from his eyes, and restore 
him to sight by a word? Or, could they make 
him and those who travelled with him. believe, 
that all these things had happened, if they had 
not happened? Most unquestionably no fraud 
was equal to all this. Since then St. Paul was 
neither an impostor, an enthusiast, nor deceiv- 
ed by the fraud of others; it follows, that his 
conversion was miraculous, and that the Chris- 
tian religion is a divine revelation. 

This great apostle suffered martyrdom on the 
twenty-ninth of June, in the sixty-sixth year of 
Jesus Christ, by having his head cut off at a 
place called the Salvian Waters. This was done 
by order of Nero, the Roman emperor, who 
was provoked by the circumstance of St. Paul 
having been the means of the conversion of his 
cup-bearer, and one of his concubines. 

{Wesleyan Pro. Meth. Magazine. 


ANSWER TO FRAYER. 


The destruction of the French armament un- 
der the Duke D’ Anville, in the year 1746,ought 
to be remembered, with gratitude and admira- 
tion, by every inhabitant of America. This 
fleet, consisting of forty ships of war, was des- 
tined for the destruction of New- England: be- 
ing of sufficient force to render that destruc- 
tion, in the ordinary progress of things, certain, 
jt sailed from Chebucto, in Nova-Scotia, for this 


| 


‘plicated the Almighty te cause that wind to 


justifies the exposure of his own life, and that 


purpose. In the mean time, the pious people, 
apprized of their danger, and feeling that their 
only safety was ‘in God, had appointed a season 
of fasting and prayer, to be observed in all their 
churches. While Mr. Prince was officiating in 
Old South Church, Boston, on this fast-day,and 
praying most fervently to God to avert the dread- 
ed calamity, a sudden gust of wind arose, (the 
day had till then been perfectly cleat and calm,) 
so violent as to cause a loud clattering of the 
windows. The Reverend Pastor paused in his 
prayer; and looking round upon the congrega- 
tion with a countenance of hope, he again com- 
menced, and, with great devotional ardour,sup- 


frustrate the object of their enemies, and save 
the country from conquest and Popery. A 
tempest ensued, in which the greater-part of the 
French fleet was wrecked on the coast of Nova 
Scotia, The Duke D’Anville, the principal 
General, and the second in command,both com- 
mitted suicide. Many died with disease, and 
thousands were consigned to a watery grave.— 
The small number who remained alive returned 
to France without health and without spirits; 
and the enterprise was abandoned, and never 
again resumed. 

With a reference to this and other similar 
instances, the late President Dwight remarks, in 
a discourse on answers to prayers: “I am bound, 
as an inhabitant of New-England, to declare, 
that were there no other instances to be found | 
in any other country,the blessings communicat- 
ed by this would furnish ample satisfaction con- 
cerning this subject, to every sober, much more 
to every pious man.’”’—Dr. Wisner. 


DUELLING. 


We have often strained our faculties to com- 
prehend the philosophy on which the duellist 


of his antagonist—but we cannot grasp it. We 
believe that it is among the lost axioms of mor- 
als, which never had a shadow of reason to sup- 
port then’. Black 2s midnight, and steeled like 
a block of Damascus-metal, mst be the heart 
that coldly dyes itself with the’reeking blood of 
a fellow man even in fancy; but deadlier than 
the night shade, when it wills and executes the 
deed. 

The blessing of heaven cannot go one step 
with the duellist. When he takes his pistols, 
and winds his accursed way to the ficld of mur- 
der, heaven resigns him—his guardian angel de- 
parts—his prayers have no avail—his bosom is 
bare, without a shield, to the relentless storm of 
human passion—and hell ratifies anew its con- 
tract with the son of murder and revenge. 

Honor! where is it? can it be possible that 
honor ever dwelt in bosoms so stained with the 
blackening curse of Cain! Qur ears are pained 
every few days with the intelligence from cer- 
tain parts of the country of these horrid deeds. 
But we rejoice to know that the occurrence of 
these acts in any particular district may be tak- 
en as the measure of its civilization. Rough, 
raw, and impious, the demi-savages—the politi- 
cal gamblers—the reckless debauchees of those 
belts of our country which gird the homes of the 
wolves and the tigers, are those who most de- 
light in these deeds which shock the moral sense 
of the world. 


It is a vain and impious thought, to imagine 
that 1 can do any thing,by my own strength,— 
Dependence on God,in every single act of think- 
ing and willing, is both my duty and security. 


COUNSEL TO MINISTERS. .. 


There were builders of old by whom the only 
sure foundation was despised, the great corner 
stone set at naught; but it fell upon them and 
ground them to powder: be yoy admonished by 
their folly. In all your ministfations see that — 
the foundation is securely laid. In all your at- 
tempts to build up Zivn, see that the livin 
Stones of which it is composed are bound togeth- 
er by the only enduring bond, the doctrine of 
the cross. Address yourselves to these ministra- 
tions with vigour, with patience, with determined 
perseverance. This is your work; and let noth- 
ing tempt you to forsake it. Say to the temp- 
tations with which you shall be assailed, by the 
allurements of the world, the cravings of the 
flesh, and the assaults of Satan, “we are doing 
a great work,so that we cannot come down; why 
should the work cease, whilst we leave it and 
come down to your” Have your minds deeply 
and habitually impressed by a sense of the im- 
portance me urgency, the absorbing claims of 
the work in which you are engaged. ‘The King 
and Head of the church ‘hath given some apos- 
tles, and some prophets, and sume pastors, and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints; for the 
work of the ministry; for the edifying of the 
body of Christ.” And surely this is amemploy- 
ment sufficient to engross your hearts and your 
hands? Be labouring for the hallowed consum- 
imation, that the church may be presented unto 
Christ, complete in him, “not having spot or 
wrinkle, or any such thing.” 


Aad surely my brethren these are not times 
when the builders of Zion should slacken in 
their work. They are times of high excitement; 
and what course this excitement may take, de- 
pends, in a good measure, upon you. ‘They are 
times of change. Society seems to be moved 
from its foundations; and whether the old insti- 
tutions shall’ be supplanted by others better or 
worse, it is partly in your power to determine. 
They are times of distress. The hearts of men 
seem to be failing them for fear, and for dread 
of those things that are coming on the earth— 
Men are standing in an attitude of anxious gus- 
pense and high expectation. Let it be your con- 
cern to infuse the leaven of the Gospel into the 
mass of society,and this will temper their spirit, 
control their movements, and govern their ac- 
tions. “Is ita time to receive mney, and to 
receive garments, and oliveyards,and vineyards, 
and sheep, and oxen?” Men are perishing— 
society is oppressed—the nations are reeling to 
and fro like a drunken man—the judgments of 
God are in the earth. Nothing will save men, 
nothing will relieve society, nothing will pre- 
serve fhe nations, nothing will avert the judg- 
ment of heaven, but the Gospel of Christ—the 
Gospel preached, believed, and obeyed, ‘Then 
preach the Gospel. ‘Be instait in season and 
out of season.’ Spend and be spent in the hon- 
oured work. Stand between the living and the 
dead, with the incense of the Redeemer’s blood. 
‘Throw yourselves into the breach, in the awful 
struggle that is maintained between holiness and 
sin, heaven and hell, life and death. Ihe con- 
test may be severe, but it will be short. Be 
strong, acquit yourselves likemen. Be faithful 
unto the death,and you shall receive a crown of 
life. And let it be the height of your ambition 
to be able tu say, in the trying hour that awaits 
us all, “L have fought the good fight, I have fin- 
ished my course, | have kept the faith. Hence- 
forth there is Jaid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness which the Lord, the righteous judge shall 
give me, at that lay, and not to me only, but to 
all them also that love his appearing.”—Amen, 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


LINES, 


~ 


ADDRESSED TO A FRIEND AT PARTING. 


Farewell! and in this world of change, 
If never more we meet, - 

The memory that once we met, 
Let it for aye be sweet; 

That once in our dark journeyings 
Each other’s track we’ve crost, 

A moment paused, then passed, to be 
Still on Jife’s billows tost. 


We met as strangers ever meet, 
But oh! to part ’tis pain; 

And o’er me steals the thought, perchance 
We ne’er may meet again;— 

Like ships upon the ocean, we 

Have met—like them we part; 

And change, on being’s waters, ne’er 
May bring me where thou art. — 


Although thy hopes have blighted been, 
Although thy heart is chi!l’d, 

Do not despond, thy cup of life 
Is not with sorrow filled: 

Thy withering hopes again may bloom, 
Thy heart may pleasure fee]; 

The balm of consolation yet 
Thy spirit’s wounds may heal. 


Although the clouds are gathering o’er 
The sky, yet tremble not, 

Strength will be giv’n to meet the storm, 
You will not be forgot,— : 

Or else, perchance, although the tempest 
Darkly seems to lower, 

The cloud may not in fury burst 
But thunder and pass o’er.”’ 


ARTHUR. 


ODE. 


SrraneeR, there is bending o'er thee, 
Many an eye with sorrow wet: 
All our stricken hearts deplore thee: 
Who that knew thee, can forget? 
Who forget what thou hast spoken? 
Who thine eye—thy noble frame? 
But, that golden bowl is broken 
In the greatness of thy fame. 


Autumn’s leaves shall fall and wither 
On the spot where thou shalt rest: 
Tis in love we bear thee thither 
To thy mourning Mother’s breast.— 
For the stores of science brought us, 
For the charm thy goodness gave 
To the lessoxs thou hast taught us, 
Can we give thee but a grave? 


Nature’s priest, how pure and fervent 
Was thy worship at her shrine! 

Friend of man,—of God the servant, 
Advocate of truths divine, 

Taught and charmed, as by no other, 
We have been and hoped to be; 

But while waiting round thee, Brether, 
For thy light—’tis dark with thee!— 


Dark with thee! no;—thy Creator, 
All whose creatures and whose Jaws 
Thou didst love shall give thee. greater 
Light than earth’s, as earth withdraws, 


“+ To thy God thy godlike spirit 


Back we give in filial trust; 
Th cold clay—we grieve to bear it 
0 its chamber, but we must. 


For the Funeral of Dr. Spurzheim, Nov. 17, 1832. 
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Bautimonz.—The number of deaths in this city, (as 
reported by the Board of Health,) for the week ending 
Dec. 4, are 37,—none by Cholera. 


From the Journal of Commerce. 


LATEST FROM EUROPE—CAPTURE OF DON 
MIGUEL’S FLEET. 


Our News Schooner Journal of Commerce came up at 
half past four o’clock this morning, with the important 
verbal report, brought by Capt. Farren, of the brig 
Montevideo, who Jeft Cadiz, Oct. 23, that the entire fleet 
of Don Miguel had surrendered to that of Don Pedro. 
Our previous accounts left the fleet of Don Miguel at 
Vigo, where it put in Sept. 29th, under the pretence of 
making repairs, but had been received coldly and order- 
ed to perform a quarantine of eight days, the Admiral’s 
remonstrance to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The report was generally credited in Cadiz, and re- 
ceived with apparent pleasure by the inhabitants. 

The squadron of Don Miguel consisted of the Don 
Juan VI. of 80 guns and 778 men, Princess Roya! frigate 
of 50 guns and 480 men, Cybele sloop of war, 26 guns 
and 234 men, Isabelle 24 guns and 199 men, brig Fego 
20 guns and 151 men. Total 218 guns 1996 men. 

All was quiet in Cadiz. The Queen Regent had issued 
a decree of amnesty towards persons engaged in trea- 
sonable conspiracies during the King’s extreme sickness, 
which however excluded fifteen persons. King Ferdi- 
nand’s health was improving. 


ONE DAY LATER FROM ENGLAND. 
At astill later hour this morning our news schooner 
Evening Edition, came up from the ship Ajax, Captain 
Hiern, which was boarded thirty-five miles outside the 


| Hook, with Liverpool papers to Oct. 22, and London pa- 


pers to Oct. 21. 


Lonpon, Oct. 20—half past 1 o’clock.—The English 
Funds have been steady all the morning. Consols for 


-|account 834a84, and for money 833. India Bonds and 


Exchequer Bills a shade higher. Bank Stock 1873. 


Lonpon, Oct. 21. 
Continued success of Don Pedro. 


Private accounts have been received from Madrid,stat- 
ing that a continued attack was made on Oporto on the 
29th and 30th Sept. and Ist Oct. The Miguelites were 
obliged to abandon their outposts, and have retreated 5 
leagues from Oporto. 

The Miguelite squadron entered Vigo Bay on the 29th 
Sept. Sartorius arrived off Vigo Bay on the 3d October 
and was blockading them at both mouths of the bay. 


Lonpon, Oct. 21.—Advices have been received frem 
Bordeaux, of the 14th inst. stating that on the 10th the 
Miguelite army before Oporto had retreated five leagues 
(15 miles) to Penafiel. 

We are informed that amongst the great number of 
persons who have joined the forces which lately left this 


| country for Portugal,there are more than twenty officers 


of distinguished reputations in the infantry und cavalry. 
Many civilians have enrolled themselves, who,from their 
knowledge of the country, and from other circumstances, 
are certain to aid the constitutional cause in various ways. 


King of Holland’s Warlike Speech. 


The speech delivered by the King of Holland on open- 
ing the Assembly of the States-General, is not of the 
milk-and-water quality that royal speeches generally are. 
It breathes war and defiance. His Majesty complains of 
injuries, insults, and perfidy! He says he has made con- 


cessions for the sake of peace to the extreme limits of 


condescension, and as far as the honor and the interests 
of the Dutch nation will permit; but instead of these 
concessions leading to adjustment of the dispute. they 
have only been followed by more unreasonable demands. 
These demands, he says, cannot be acceded to. He 
therefore rejects them, and points to his guns! He tells 
the Conference that he is prepared for war—that he is 
armed on the whole of his frontier—that his naval and 
military forces are in the most efficient state—that his 
Militia are in the field—that his volunteers are ready to 
march—that his subjects are indignant at the wrongs 
they have suffered, and are ready to make any sacrifice 
rather than tamely yield to the conditions of the London 
diplomatists. 

This speech, therefore, has all the importance of a 
formal declaration of war. It puts an end to tae proto- 
cols at once. The Conference are told to do their worst. 
In short, it puts an end to all further negotiation; and 
now that England and France have held out menaces, 


they must either carry these into effect, or retire from 
the task of Arbitrament covered with obloquy and scorn. 


The people of Holland are determined to resist all at- 
tempts to coerce them, and the King boasts of receiving 
from ‘foreign powers repeated gre of their sympathy.’ 

He received no such proofs from either England or 
France, and therefore by foreign powers he must mean 
Prussia, Austria, and Russia. We have no doubt but that 
this is the case. There is secret support somewhere; 
positive promises upon which the king relies, and under- 
stood arrangements in which he places confidence.— 
Meanwhile, England and France are preparing their 
fleets. The pilots on the Scheldt are ready to remove 
the buoys, amd General Chasse is sullenly sitting by the 
guns. This combined fleet is destined for that river,and 
its first appearance there will be the signal for a general 
war. It will be ho trifling affair, as some of the gentle- 
men of the Stock Exchange seem to insinuate. To block- 
ade Holland is a farce; this would only injure the block- 
ading powers, cost England some of her best ships, in- 
terrupt the trade, and seriously affect the manufactures 
of thiscountry. No naval armament can drive Chasse 
from the citadel of Antwerp; and the moment a French 
military force enters Belgium, the Prussians, to the num- 


berof 100,000 men, will do the same.—United King- 
dom, Oct. 2Ist. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


The article on Stationed and Unstationed Ministers is 
received, but the Editor has doubts of the propriety of its 
insertion at the present time,especially when it is known 
to us, that generally, both classes of ministers are using 
their best efforts to promote the interests of our church. 
The writer will therefore understand that the article is 
laid aside not from the want of respect to himself, but 
from motives of union and harmony in our operations— 
which are obviously and indispensab!y necessary. Nor 
is the writer to suppose that the editor has laid it aside 
because the views submitted are not generally in conso- 
nance with his. On the contrary, he believes several of 
his positions are correctly laid, and well sustained. 


The Book Agent and Publisher respectfully requests 
those indebted for Books and this Paper, to remit forth- 
with. He needs all that is due, to enable him to proceed 
with effect in meeting his personal engagements. He 
dislikes writing dunning letters to any, and vet there are 
some who are by no means punctual. At thesame time, 
due credit is cheerfully rendered to those who are 
prompt. In afew weeks a statement will be submitted 
to the Book Committee, and it is hoped the balances will 
be as few and as small as possible. 


We are pleased with the assurances of a considerable 
addition to our subscription list of good subscribers.— 
We shall insert the names of those who forward thei 
after the present number, with the number sent by each. 


Orders for Mosheim and Books, generally solicited.— 
Brethren,much more can be effected than has been done. 


Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical Church History contains, 
amongst numerous other subjects, the following: 


**A clear and faithful narrative of the transactions, 
revolutions, and events, in all ages, of the Christian 
church, both internal and. external—the calamities in 
which the Christians of the first ages were involved— 
the origin and progress of the sects and heresies which 
troubled her—the various forms of religion which 
sprung up in the different ages—the religious contro- 
versies, their importance, and the arguments on both 
sides—the transactions, wars, and measures of the Ro- 
man Pontiffs, to the period of the writer. 

It comprehends both the external and internal condi- 
tion po ir church, and so connects each event with 
the causes and instruments which have produced it, 
that the reader must observe the displays of Providen- 
tial wisdom and goodness in the preservation of the 
church, and thus find his knowledge as well as piety 
improved. It furnishes the history of its ministers, 
rulers, and forms of government—it exhibits the pe 
riods when its governments were administered jointly 
by the pastors and the people—and also how, in process 
of time, the scene changed, the pastors were seen al- 
fecting an air of pre-eminence, and trampled on the 
right and privileges of the whole community, assum- 
ing to themselves supreme authority, both in civil and 
religious matters, and that this invasion of the rights 
of the people was carried to such a height, that a sin- 


gle man administered, or pretended a right to adminis- 
ter, the affairs of the whole church with an unlimited 
sway,” &c. &c. 
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